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Description:

"In retrospect," writes David Halberstam, "the pace of the fifties seemed slower, almost languid.
Social ferment, however, was beginning just beneath this placid surface." He shows how the United
States began to emerge from the long shadow of FDR's 12-year presidency, with the military-
industrial complex and the Beat movement simultaneously growing strong. Television brought not
only situation comedies but controversial congressional hearings into millions of living rooms. While
Alfred Kinsey was studying people's sex lives, Gregory Pincus and other researchers began work on
a pill that would forever alter the course of American reproductive practices. Halberstam takes on
these social upheavals and more, charting a course that is as easy to navigate as it is wide-ranging. --
This text refers to an alternate edition.
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From Library Journal The Fifties were more than just a mid-point decade in a century; they were
to be the crucible in which the rest of the 20th century was forged. Halberstam ( The Next Century,
L] 1/92) here touches every thread in the warp and woof of the national fabric. This is the true
drama of history: President Truman's firing of General Douglas MacArthur, the Eisenhower years,
Senator Joe McCarthy's red-baiting, the early U.S. involvement in Indochina, the H-bomb, the
purging of atomic scientist J. Robert Oppenheimer, the Supreme Court ordering the integration of
schools, troops in Little Rock to enforce it, the Montgomery bus boycott, the rise of Martin Luther
King, Russia's sputnik launch, and Castro's revolutionary Cuba. Halberstam also explores major
social and cultural changes--the advent of national television, fast-food restaurants, the flight to the
suburbs, huge cars with fins, the phenomenon of Elvis Presley, the contraceptive pill, and much
more. A superb book; recommended for all libraries. Previewed in Prepub Alert, L] 2/1/93.

- Chet Hagan, Berks Cty. P.L. System, Pa.
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