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Description:

Historic trivia is fascinating stuff. The secret to great trivia reporting is not just in the gathering of
the details, however, but in the presentation. Organization is vital, because without an appealing
structure, the mind won't grapple with the facts. The human brain needs an inviting presentation to
wrap around any new information, and this is what D'Epiro and Pinkowish have done. It's why their
compilation of 107 cultural questions is so beguiling.
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The elemental secret of their innovative table of contents is the use of numbers. Starting with three
and working their way up (with a gap here and there) to 24, they pose a series of intriguing
questions which are then answered to everyone's satisfaction on the indicated pages. What are the
three Laws of Thermodynamics? Who were the three Furies? and What are the three ages of Vico's
historical cycle? These are the sorts of queries they present in the chapter entitled Three. Further
chapters inquire after the four properties of a musical tone, the six flavors of quarks, the seven
Virtues, the 12 Labors of Heracles, the 14 Points of Woodrow Wilson, and the unofficial Homeric
titles of the 18 chapters of Ulysses.

While the questions are appealing in and of themselves, the answers are even better. Going far
beyond mere lists, they delve into the histories and texts, the theories and significance of each. The
question is the hook, but the answer is the prize, riveting you with more information than you'd
anticipated, reminding you of the joy of learning. --Stephanie Gold

Review ... a fun read (great for quizzing yourself) and an invaluable resource. Not just for esoteric
trivia lovers, this substantial compendium is packed with cultural knowledge--it's all great stuff to
know!

--Christie Hall Apicella, Bas Bleu

Do you want to be a genius? Step one is to read this collection. . . This book is a tour de force, one
that every home will require . . . to settle domestic squabbles over who's right. --Sandra Murphy, The
Irish News

... highly informative catalog of 100 of the greatest cultural and historical lists of all time--along with
all the background stories. --Book of the Month Club

This challenging, yet entertaining book acquaints the reader with vast amounts of information on
literature, mythology, religion, art, music, and yes--science. --Newsletter of the National Association
of Science Writers

A sheer delight.... It is the quality of the writing--the style, the organization, the information
included--that makes this book such a pleasure. --The Smoky Mountain News
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