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Description:

From Publishers Weekly Palmer, a romance writer (Desperado) whose steamy tales often center
around stereotypically sexy, straight-shooting lawmen and the virginal women who adore them,
returns to the range with her latest contemporary western fairy tale. When Texas Ranger Judd Dunn
secretly marries 16-year-old Christabel "Chrissy" Gaines, his partner on a small ranch in southeast
Texas, the 34-year-old's only intent is to help Chrissy flee her abusive father and protect his family's
share of the ranch. Judd plans on having their marriage annulled when Chrissy turns 21, but the
cute blonde computer whiz who bakes apple pies, manages the ranch books and takes care of the
livestock has other plans-she is hopelessly in love with him. When Judd rents out the struggling
ranch to a film company, Chrissy, now 20, finds a rival for his affections in supermodel and actress
Tippy Moore, a sardonic Julia Roberts clone. The spunky spitfire retaliates by finding herself another
suitor, Judd's friend, assistant police chief Cash Grier, a former Ranger and possible covert assassin.
Both men are investigating some local murders and suspicious livestock poisonings connected to a
disgruntled ranch hand. Wide-eyed Chrissy eventually lassoes her man, but only after a rescue that's
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as corny as anything Hollywood could conjure. Palmer's characters are about as believable as a
tornado in January, but readers looking for steamy, undemanding escapism will find this fits the bill.
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable
edition of this title.

From Christabel has been secretly married to Texas Ranger Judd Dunn since she was 16 years old.
Making Christabel his wife to protect her from a sadistic, abusive father, Judd has remained
adamant that their union be on paper only, with the understanding that the two of them will get an
annulment as soon as she turns 21; but as her twenty-first birthday nears, Christabel is determined
to consummate their marriage. Meanwhile they've allowed a movie company to use their failing
ranch to raise money. While Tippy Moore, the beautiful star, makes major moves on Judd, fellow law
enforcement officer Cash Grier begins courting Christabel. Adding to the will-they-or-won't-they
question are a number of subplots, including the murder of a young woman and the poisoning of
prize bulls. Palmer's multi-dimensional characters are so real you want to smack them for heaping
misunderstanding upon misunderstanding. Sensual and suspenseful, Lawless will appeal to fans of
Catherine Coulter and Linda Howard. Shelley Mosley
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